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1.

Introduction

1.1

The role of Wigan’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is to set out
how the council intends to engage with local communities, businesses and
other interested parties when developing and reviewing planning documents
and determining planning applications.

1.2

This Compliance Statement demonstrates that consultation has been
undertaken in accordance with the approved Wigan SCI at each stage of the
Greater Manchester Spatial Framework / Places for Everyone Plan
preparation process. The Council consulted bodies, organisations and
individuals in accordance with the SCI, using a broad range of methods to
advertise the consultations. A range of evidence is illustrated in the
appendices.

2.

Background

2.1

Public consultation on the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF)
under Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning)
(England) Regulations 2012 took place in 2016 and 2019 in accordance with
Wigan Council’s 2015 SCI.

2.2

The SCI was updated in 2020 ahead of scheduled consultation on the
publication draft of the GMSF. However, this plan was not taken forward
following the withdrawal of Stockport Council from the plan process, and the
GMSF was replaced by the Places for Everyone (PfE) Plan. The 2020 SCI
referred to the GMSF, so was updated in 2021 to refer to the PfE Plan and to
update references to COVID-19 restrictions. Public consultation on the PfE
Plan took place in accordance with the Council’s 2021 SCI, which can be
viewed at: Statement of Community Involvement (July 2021) (wigan.gov.uk)

1

3.

Consultation undertaken at the Draft and Revised Draft GMSF
stages – Regulation 18 Consultation

3.1

In accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, the Draft GMSF was published for
public consultation from 31 October 2016 to 23 December 2016 and the
Revised Draft was published for public consultation from 21 January 2019 to
18 March 2019.

3.2

A wide range of methods were used to raise awareness about the
consultations and to encourage people to respond. The publicity methods
aimed to target the full range of stakeholders.

3.3

The 2015 SCI set out that we would involve the following stakeholders:

3.4

•

Specific consultation bodies – these are organisations specified by law
for consultation as appropriate, including those responsible for services,
utilities and infrastructure provision, Parish Councils in and adjacent to the
borough, adjoining councils and Government departments.

•

General consultation bodies - these are community and voluntary
bodies with an interest in the borough and bodies that represent different
racial, ethnic, national or religious groups, disabled persons or persons
carrying on business in the borough.

•

Elected representatives - this includes local councillors, Members of
Parliament and Members of the European Parliament

•

The general public - this includes people who live in, work in or visit the
borough or have another interest in the borough.

•

Businesses – those with business interests in the borough.

•

Landowners, developers and agents – those who have a direct interest
in future development and have a major role to play in providing the
facilities and services the borough needs.

•

Duty to co-operate prescribed bodies - these include neighbouring
councils and other prescribed bodies as set out in law, many of whom are
also specific consultation bodies.

The 2015 SCI also set out how we would involve these stakeholders. It stated
that:
•

We would contact appropriate organisations and individuals directly by
email, or by post when it is the only means available
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•

•

•

We would publicise consultations by methods such as our website and
other websites as appropriate, press releases, local newspapers and
radio, social media, site notices, meetings, workshops and ‘drop-in’
sessions.
We would make consultation documents available on our website; on
other websites if appropriate; at Wigan Library, which is part of the Wigan
Life Centre, the Wiend, Wigan, our principal office for visiting members of
public; and at other public libraries.
We would publish comments received, or a summary of them, as soon as
possible and explain how they have been taken into account in preparing
the plan.

3.5

The SCI did not commit the Council to all the methods of publicity for every
consultation. It set out a list of options, to be selected as and when
appropriate for each consultation.

3.6

Further detail is set out in the following sections about the stakeholders
engaged and how we engaged them as part of the consultation process for
the Draft GMSF (2016) and the Revised Draft GMSF (2019).

Draft GMSF 2016
Emails / Letters
3.7

Emails or letters regarding the Draft GMSF were sent out to:
•
•
•
•
•

All general and specific consultees
All elected representatives
Members of the general public and businesses included on the
Council’s Local Plan consultation database
Landowners, developers and agents with an interest in the plan and /
or its proposed allocations
The Duty to Cooperate prescribed bodies as identified in Part 2 of the
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations
2012.

3.8

Emails were used where an email address was known, and letters sent to
consultees where an email address had not been provided. The emails /
letters informed people of the consultation, gave a brief overview of the
content of the Draft GMSF, directed people to the consultation documents via
the Wigan Council or Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA)
websites and provided details about how to make comments. Information was
also provided about the proposed public drop-in sessions that were being held
in venues across the Borough. Telephone contact details were provided for
the Greater Manchester Planning Team and the planning policy team at
Wigan Council, if people required any further general, or site specific,
information.

3.9

Elected members were also provided with briefings about the consultation.
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3.10

A copy of the general email sent is found in Appendix 1A, a copy of the
general letter in Appendix 1B and a copy of the elected member email in
Appendix 1C.
Website

3.11

All consultation documents were made available on the GMCA website and a
link to this was provided on Wigan Council’s GMSF webpage, which also
provided additional Wigan specific information. The GMCA website provided
details about how to respond to the consultation. The primary method for
providing views was through use of an online consultation portal (Objective
Keystone), but details were also provided to enable responses by email, or by
post. Wigan Council’s web text can be found in Appendix 1D.
Press Release / Local Newspapers

3.12

An article on the Draft GMSF consultation was published in the Wigan
Evening Post on 2 November 2016. This can be found in Appendix 1E.
Social Media

3.13

The Draft GMSF was publicised on social media (Twitter and Facebook)
during the consultation period. Social media publicising the consultation and
the drop-in sessions can be found in Appendix 1F.
Site Notices

3.14

Site notices were put up in multiple locations in the vicinity of the 10 sites that
were proposed for allocation in the Draft GMSF, informing local people of the
consultation and the proposed allocations. An example site notice is included
in Appendix 1G
Meetings / Workshops / Drop-in Sessions

3.15

A series of drop-in sessions were held in seven locations around Wigan
Borough where the public were invited to attend to discuss the Draft GMSF
with Wigan planners. Table 1 provides details of these drop-in events.
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Table 1: GMSF 2016 Drop-in Sessions
Location
Date
Wigan Town Hall
Atrium, Wigan
Atherton Community
School, Atherton
St. Johns Church,
Mosley Common Road
The Grange Centre,
Winstanley
The Turnpike Centre,
Leigh
Ashton Library, Ashtonin-Makerfield
Astley Christian
Fellowship, Astley
3.16

Thursday 10
November 2016
Tuesday 15
November 2016
Tuesday 29
November 2016
Thursday 24
November 2016
Thursday 8
December 2016
Thursday 01
December 2016
Tuesday 22
November 2016

Time
3.00 – 7.00 pm

No. of
Attendees
79

4.45 – 8.00 pm

44

3.00 – 7.00 pm

78

4.00 – 8.00 pm

65

3.00 – 7.00 pm

57

3.00 – 7.00 pm

30

3.00 – 7.00 pm

65

The drop-in sessions were publicised via a variety of means including social
media (Twitter), the written press (Wigan Observer and Wigan Evening Post),
site notices, the Wigan Council webpage and in the consultation emails /
letters. In total they were attended by 418 people.
Libraries

3.17

Paper copies of the Draft GMSF were made available for the public to view at
all public libraries within the borough. The libraries also provide free public
internet access, which provided a facility for the public to access the Draft
GMSF consultation online.

Revised Draft GMSF 2019
Emails / Letters
3.18

Emails or letters regarding the Revised Draft GMSF were sent out to:
•
•
•

•
•

All general and specific consultees
All elected representatives
Members of the general public and businesses included on the
Council’s Local Plan consultation database, including those who had
commented at the Draft GMSF stage, unless they did not wish to be
informed of future GMSF stages.
Landowners, developers and agents with an interest in the plan and /
or its proposed allocations
The Duty to Cooperate prescribed bodies as identified in Part 2 of the
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations
2012.
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3.19

Emails were used where an email address was known, and letters sent to
consultees where an email address had not been provided. The emails /
letters informed people of the consultation, gave a brief overview of the
content of the Revised Draft GMSF, directed people to the consultation
documents via the GMCA website and provided information about how to
make comments.

3.20

Consultees were also directed to information on the Wigan Council website
GMSF page, which provided information about proposed public drop-in
sessions that were being held in venues across the Borough. A copy of the
general email sent is found in Appendix 2A.
Website

3.21

All consultation documents and evidence base documents were made
available on the GMCA website and a link to this was provided on Wigan
Council’s GMSF webpage, which also provided additional Wigan specific
information. The GMCA website provided details about how to respond to the
consultation. The primary method for providing views was through use of an
online consultation portal (Objective Keystone), but details were also provided
to enable responses by email, or by post.
Press Release / Local Newspapers

3.22

An article on the Revised Draft GMSF consultation was published in the
Wigan Post on 21 February 2019. This can be found in Appendix 2B.
Social Media

3.23

The Revised Draft GMSF was regularly publicised on social media (Twitter
and Facebook) during the consultation period. Screenshots of a tweet and a
Facebook newsfeed update publicising the drop-in sessions can be found in
Appendix 2C.
Meetings / Workshops / Drop-in Sessions

3.24

Elected members were given briefings about the Revised Draft GMSF on 14
January 2019 in Leigh and on 15 January in Wigan. The briefings covered:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3.25

The overall strategy
Housing requirements and land supply
Economic development
Proposed site allocations
Green Belt
Transport
Environment
Consultation and next steps

A series of drop-in sessions were held in five locations around Wigan Borough
where the public were invited to attend to discuss the Revised Draft GMSF
with Wigan planners. Locations were selected that were near to the five major
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sites that were proposed for allocation in the 2019 GMSF. Table 2 below
provides details of these drop-in events.
Table 2: GMSF 2019 Drop-in Sessions
Location
Highfield Community Centre, Marus
Bridge, Wigan (M6 Junction 25
allocation)
Atherton Community School, Atherton
(West of Gibfield allocation)
St. Johns Church Lounge, Mosley
Common (Mosley Common allocation)
Lowton High School, Lowton (Pocket
Nook and South of Pennington
allocations)
Wigan Town Hall (all allocations / mopup session)
3.26

Date
Friday 08
February 2019

No. of
Attendees
23

Monday 11
February 2019
Tuesday 5
February 2019
Thursday 14
February 2019

16

Tuesday 26
February 2019

17

72
107

The drop-in sessions were publicised via a variety of means including social
media (Twitter and Facebook), the Wigan Council webpage and the
consultation emails / letters. In total they were attended by 235 people.
Libraries

3.27

Hard copies of the Revised Draft GMSF and associated documents were
made available for the public to view at all public libraries within the borough.
Paper copies of the following documents were deposited in each library:
•
•
•
•

3.28

Greater Manchester’s Plan for Homes, Jobs and the Environment (the
Revised Draft GMSF)
Integrated Appraisal of the GMSF (2 documents)
GM Transport Strategy 2040: Draft Delivery Plan
GM Transport Strategy 2040: Draft Delivery Plan – Executive Summary

The libraries also provide free public internet access, which provided a facility
for the public to access the Revised Draft GMSF consultation online.
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4.
Consultation undertaken at the Places for Everyone Publication
stage – Regulation 19 Consultation
4.1

In accordance with Regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, the Publication version of the PfE Plan
was published for public consultation from 09 August 2021 to 03 October
2021.

4.2

A wide range of methods were used to raise awareness about the
consultations and to encourage people to respond. The publicity methods
aimed to target the full range of stakeholders.

4.3

The Wigan 2021 SCI refers specifically to the PfE Plan and highlights that
consultation on it is carried out on a joint basis in line with the Town and
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 and the nine
GM districts’ SCIs.

4.4

The 2021 SCI reflects the uncertainty and constraints imposed by the Covid19 pandemic. It states that where circumstances arise that are beyond our
control such as the Covid-19 pandemic, we may not be able to utilise all forms
of consultation and engagement listed in the document in a socially distanced
manner. In such circumstances we will tailor consultations in line with legal
requirements and up-to-date government guidance.

4.5

Wigan’s 2021 SCI states that we will involve the same stakeholders as set out
in the 2015 SCI, with the exception of Members of the European Parliament,
as the United Kingdom is no longer in the European Union.

4.6

The 2021 SCI sets out how we will involve these stakeholders. It states that:
•

We will contact appropriate organisations and individuals as set out in the
‘Who? section directly by email, or by post when it is the only means
available.

•

We will publicise consultations by methods such as our website, and other
websites as appropriate, and our social media, and by press releases,
local newspapers and radio, Borough Life magazine and site notices, as
appropriate.

•

We will organise meetings, workshops and drop-in sessions where
appropriate. However, the SCI notes that where circumstances arise that
are beyond the council’s control such as during the Covid-19 pandemic or
other times of social distancing the council may not be able to make use of
some of the methods listed. In such circumstances consultation methods
will be tailored in line with legal requirements and up-to-date government
guidance.
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•

We will utilise forms of online engagement methods at different stages of
plan preparation, such as virtual exhibitions, digital consultations, video
conferencing, as appropriate.

•

We will make consultation documents available on our website, and on
other websites were appropriate.

•

We will make hardcopy versions of consultation documents available at
the Wigan Life Centre, The Wiend, Wigan, which is our principal office for
visiting members of public, specifically in Wigan Library within that
building; together with other public libraries.

•

We will publish comments received, or a summary of them, as soon as
possible and explain how they have been taken into account in preparing
the plan. The exception to this is at the formal ‘publication’ or ‘proposed
submission’ stage of the plan, after which representations are passed to
the independent inspector to consider at the public examination, and
following the examination when the inspector recommends proposed
modifications to the plan which need to be consulted upon.

•

All public buildings used for consultation purposes will be accessible and
meet wheelchair access regulations.

4.7

The SCI does not commit the Council to all the methods of publicity for every
consultation. It sets out a list of options, to be selected as and when
appropriate for each consultation.

4.8

Further detail is set out in the following sections about the stakeholders
engaged and how we engaged them as part of the consultation process for
the Publication stage of the PfE Plan.
Emails / Letters

4.9

Emails or letters regarding the PfE Plan were sent out to:
•
•
•

•
•

4.10

All general and specific consultees
All elected representatives
Members of the general public and businesses included on the
Council’s Local Plan consultation database, including those who had
previously responded to a consultation on the joint development plan,
or had asked to be kept informed of its progress.
Landowners, developers and agents with an interest in the plan and /
or its proposed allocations.
The Duty to Cooperate prescribed bodies as identified in Part 2 of the
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations
2012.

Emails were sent where an email address was known, and letters sent to
consultees if an email address had not been provided. The emails / letters
informed people of the consultation, directed people to the plan and
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supporting documents on the GMCA website and provided information about
how to make comments. In addition, consultees were also directed to the
dedicated Places for Everyone webpage on Wigan Council’s website where
further information was provided. A copy of the general email sent out can be
found in Appendix 3A and the elected member email in Appendix 3B. The
web text on the Council’s Places for Everyone webpage is in Appendix 3E.
4.11

The emails / letters included a Statement of Representation Procedure Notice
that explained the procedure for making representations and what happens
next, including how to participate in the Examination. The notice set out that
responses could be submitted using the online response form, by email and
by post. The notice can be found in Appendix 3D.

4.12

Bespoke emails / letters were also sent out to residents, landowners or
occupiers of land north of Mosley Common (Appendix 3C).
Website

4.13

All consultation documents and evidence base documents were made
available on the GMCA website and a link to this was provided on Wigan
Council’s PfE webpage, which provided additional Wigan specific information,
including on the four site allocations proposed in the borough. The primary
method for providing views was through use of an online consultation portal
(Objective Keystone), but details were also provided to enable responses by
email, or by post.
Social Media

4.14

The PfE Plan was regularly publicised by Wigan Council on social media
(Twitter and Facebook) during the consultation period. Screenshots of tweets
and Facebook newsfeed updates from Wigan Council publicising the plan can
be found in Appendix 3F.
Press Release / Local Newspapers / Borough Life

4.15

The PfE Plan consultation was publicised in the Wigan Evening Post, Wigan
Today and the Leigh Journal (Leaders Column), as evidenced in Appendix
3G. It also featured in My Wigan Borough Updates (Appendix 3H), which are
regular electronic updates about what is happening across the borough that
people can subscribe to.
Site Notices

4.16

Site notices were put up in multiple locations in the vicinity of the four major
sites that were proposed for allocation in the PfE Plan, informing local people
of the consultation and the proposed site allocations. The site notices and
their locations can be found in Appendix 3I. Site Notices were also sent to
relevant ward councillors for display in community noticeboards. Notices
were also put up to advertise 6 proposed Green Belt additions (Appendix 3J).

10

Meetings / Workshops / Drop-in Sessions
4.17

Taking account of the position in terms of Covid–19 and in accordance with
the 2021 SCI no drop-in sessions or workshops were held.
Online Engagement Methods

4.18

The GMCA website hosted a virtual exhibition site for the duration of the PfE
consultation. It provided links to the PfE Plan, the consultation material and
the online consultation portal. The space also included videos relating to the
consultation, a map for each district showing key information including site
allocations, a link to frequently asked questions, a link to supporting /
background documents and a link to archived GMSF material.
Libraries

4.19

Copies of the PfE Plan were not deposited at all borough libraries due to the
impact of Covid-19. However, paper copies of the PfE Plan were deposited at
the borough’s largest and most accessible libraries in Wigan and Leigh for the
public to view.

4.20

The libraries also provide free public internet access, which provided a facility
for the public to access the PfE Plan consultation online.
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Appendix 1:
Evidence of engagement undertaken on the Draft GMSF (2016)
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Appendix 1A: 2016 GMSF Consultation - General Email Text
Dear Sir / Madam
The Draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
Public consultation on the draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework starts today and
runs to 23 December 2016.
The Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) is the work of a partnership between
the ten districts in Greater Manchester, including Wigan Council, and the Greater
Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA). It is a new strategic plan for the city region
through to 2035. It sets out:
•

How much housing and employment land is needed and the distribution between
each district including Wigan up to 2035.
•
The importance of infrastructure such as health, education, transport, green
spaces and utilities to support neighbourhoods and employment.
•
Ways to protect and improve the natural environment.
The draft GMSF and all associated information, including an interactive map of sites can
be accessed via the council’s webpages at www.wigan.gov.uk/gmsf, where there is
some information specific to Wigan Borough. However, most of the information will be
available directly at www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMSF.
Paper copies of the draft GMSF can be viewed at the council’s libraries but may not be
available until Wednesday, for which we apologise. Of course, residents without internet
access at home can access the GMSF on the internet at libraries, with assistance from
the staff there if needed.
Comments may be made online at http://gmsf-consult.objective.co.uk, or by email
to GMSF@agma.gov.uk. All comments must be received by 5.00pm on 23
December 2016.
All comments will be held by the GMCA and will be available to view publicly. Comments
cannot be treated as confidential. Your personal information, such as postal and e-mail
addresses will not be published, but your name and organisation (if relevant) will.
The GMCA is maintaining a database of consultees who wish to be kept informed about
the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework. If you respond to this consultation, your
contact details will be added to the consultation database. If you do not want to be
contacted about future GMSF consultations, please state that in your response.
A series of drop-in sessions are being held in Wigan Borough which the public are invited
to attend and discuss the draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework with
planners. These are at:
• Wigan Town Hall Atrium, Thursday 10 November 3.00-7.00pm
• Atherton Community School, Tuesday 15 November, 4.45-8.00pm
• Astley and Mosley Common, to be confirmed
• The Grange Centre, Winstanley, Thursday 24 November, 4.00-8.00pm
• The Turnpike Centre, Leigh, Thursday 8 December, 3.00-7.00pm
If you require any further information on the consultation please do not hesitate to
contact the Greater Manchester Planning Team on 0161 237 4636.
If you would like to discuss the proposals in Wigan Borough please contact the Planning
Policy team at Wigan Council on 01942 489223/4/5.
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Yours sincerely
David
David Kearsley
Principal Planner – Policy and Projects
Places: Economy, Waste and Infrastructure
Wigan Council
Wigan Life Centre (South site), College Avenue, Wigan WN1 1NJ
01942 489223
www.wigan.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/wigancouncil
www.facebook.com/WiganCouncilOnline
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Appendix 1B: 2016 GMSF Consultation - General Letter
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Appendix 1C: 2016 GMSF Consultation - Elected Member Email Text
Dear Councillor
As I am sure you will be aware from the advance publicity and, hopefully, from one of the Members
briefings we have held, the public consultation on the draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
(GMSF) starts on Monday and runs through to 23 December 2016.
The GMSF is the work of a partnership between the ten districts in Greater Manchester and the
Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA). It is a new strategic plan for the city region
through to 2035. It sets out:
• How much housing and employment land is needed and the distribution between each
district, including Wigan, up to 2035.
• The importance of infrastructure such as health, education, transport, green spaces and
utilities to support neighbourhoods and employment.
• Ways to protect and improve the natural environment.
The draft GMSF and all associated information, including an interactive map of sites can be accessed
from Monday via the council’s webpages at www.wigan.gov.uk/gmsf, where there will be some
information specific to Wigan Borough. However, most of the information will be available directly
at www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMSF.
Paper copies of the draft GMSF can be viewed at the council’s libraries but may not be available until
Wednesday, for which we apologise. Of course, residents without internet access at home can
access the GMSF on the internet at libraries, with assistance from the staff there if needed.
Comments may be made online at http://gmsf-consult.objective.co.uk, or by email to
GMSF@agma.gov.uk, or by post, if that is the only means available. Letters should be sent to
Greater Manchester Integrated Support Team, PO Box 532, Town Hall, Manchester M60 2LA. All
comments must be received by 5.00pm on 23 December 2016.
All comments will be held by the GMCA and will be available to view publicly. Comments cannot be
treated as confidential. Personal information, such as postal and e-mail addresses will not be
published, but names and organisation (if relevant) will.
The GMCA is maintaining a database of consultees who wish to be kept informed about the Greater
Manchester Spatial Framework. Contact details will be added to the consultation database when
people respond to this consultation. If people do not want to be contacted about future GMSF
consultations, they must state that in their response.
A series of drop-in sessions are being held in Wigan Borough which the public are invited to attend
and discuss the draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework with planners These are at:
• Wigan Town Hall Atrium, Thursday 10 November 3.00-7.00pm
• Atherton Community School, Tuesday 15 November, 4.45-8.00pm
• Astley and Mosley Common, to be confirmed
• The Grange Centre, Winstanley, Thursday 24 November, 4.00-8.00pm
• The Turnpike Centre, Leigh, Thursday 8 December, 3.00-7.00pm
If you require any further information on the consultation please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Yours sincerely
Nick
Nick Clarke
Planning Policy and Projects Manager
Places: Economy and Skills
Wigan Council
PO Box 100, Wigan, WN1 3DS
01942 489222 (or x89222)
www.wigan.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/wigancouncil
www.facebook.com/WiganCouncilOnline
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Appendix 1D: 2016 GMSF Consultation - Wigan Website Text (31/10/16)

Greater Manchester Spatial
Framework
The council is working with the nine other councils in Greater Manchester to
develop a new strategic plan for the city region through to 2035. It is called the
Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF).
A draft version of the GMSF has been published and comments are invited from 31
October until 23 December 2016.
The draft GMSF sets out:
•
•
•

How much housing and employment land is needed and the distribution
between each district including Wigan up to 2035.
The importance of infrastructure such as health, education, transport, green
spaces and utilities to support neighbourhoods and employment.
Ways to protect and improve the natural environment.

Key questions and answers about the implications of the draft GMSF can be viewed
here (pdf). The case of additional employment land is summarised here (pdf).
For further information please visit www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMSF.
Paper copies of the draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework can be viewed at
public libraries in the borough.
Comments may be made online at http://gmsf-consult.objective.co.uk or by email to
GMSF@agma.gov.uk. All comments must be submitted by 5.00pm on 23
December 2016.
You can also discuss the proposals in the draft GMSF with planners at a number of
drop-in sessions across the borough, as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Wigan Town Hall Atrium, Thursday 10 November 3.00-7.00pm
Atherton Community School, Tuesday 15 November, 4.45-8.00pm
Astley, to be confirmed
The Grange Centre, Winstanley, Thursday 24 November, 4.00-8.00pm
The Turnpike Centre, Leigh, Thursday 8 December, 3.00-7.00pm
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Appendix 1E: 2016 GMSF Consultation - Wigan Evening Post Article 02/11/16
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Appendix 1F: 2016 GMSF Consultation - Social Media
Twitter
Atherton 15 November 2016

Winstanley 23 November 2016

Mosley Common 29 November 2016

11

26 November 2016

Scheduled: 28th November 7am: Ashton residents can have their say this Thursday
(1st Dec) on a major development plan for Greater Manchester. Full details:
www.wigan.gov.uk/gmsf
Ashton 01 December 2016

12

29 November 2016

5 December 2016

13

6 December 2016

14

7 January 2017

11 January 2017

15

15 January 2017

Facebook

16

6 December 2016

18 December 2016

17

15 January 2017
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Appendix 1G: GMSF Consultation - Allocation Site Notice Text (Example)

Proposed Site for Development
Land North of Mosley Common, as shown on the map below, is proposed for removal from
the Green Belt for the purpose of housing development.

This proposal is part of the Draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) being
prepared by Wigan Council as part of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority.
For further information and to submit comments on this proposal, please go online at
www.wigan.gov.uk/gmsf. You can also view a paper copy of the Draft GMSF at your local
library. Free access to the internet is also available at the library.
Comments must be received online, by email or in writing by 5.00pm on 23 December
2016.
If you would like to discuss the proposal with planners, you are invited to attend a drop-in
session at St John’s Church, Mosley Common Road, Mosley Common on Tuesday 29
November from 4:00pm to 7:00pm.
Please do not remove this notice until 23 December 2016.
Wigan Council, 01942 489223/4/5
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Appendix 2:
Evidence of engagement undertaken on the Revised Draft GMSF (2019)
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Appendix 2A: 2019 GMSF Consultation - General Email Text
Dear Sir/Madam,
GREATER MANCHESTER SPATIAL FRAMEWORK – CONSULTATION UNTIL 18
MARCH 2019
I am emailing you as you are on Wigan Council's planning policy consultation database
and to inform you of a current consultation.
Wigan Council is working in partnership with the nine other Greater Manchester councils
to develop the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF), a new strategic plan
for the city region which will run through to 2037. This plan is about providing the right
homes, in the right places, for people across our city region. It’s about creating jobs and
improving infrastructure to ensure the future prosperity of Greater Manchester.
The plan:
• sets out how Greater Manchester should develop up until 2037;
• identifies the amount of new development that will come forward across the 10
districts, in terms of housing, offices, and industry and warehousing, and the
main areas in which this will be focused;
• supports the delivery of key infrastructure, such as transport and utilities;
• protects the important environmental assets across the city region;
• allocates sites for employment and housing outside of the existing urban area;
and
• defines a new Green Belt boundary for Greater Manchester
The plan talks about jobs and homes, but it’s about so much more than bricks and
mortar. It's about reducing inequalities, improving the lives of our residents, and
transforming Greater Manchester into the world-leading city-region we know it can be.
To see further information on the GMSF, including the evidence base and how you can
register to receive news on the plan's progress, visit the GMCA website.
How to have your say:
A Revised Draft of the GMSF is currently out for public consultation until 23:59 on
Monday 18 March 2018. You can view and make comments on the draft plan at
www.gmconsult.org. Paper copies of the Draft GMSF and associated documents are
also available to view at all public libraries in the borough.
During the consultation period there will be five drop-in sessions within the borough to
enable residents to discuss the proposals in the draft plan with our planning
team. Details of these are set out at www.wigan.gov.uk/GMSF.
Kind regards
David Kearsley
Strategic Planning Team Leader
Places Directorate Economy and Environment
Wigan Council
Wigan Life Centre (South site), College Avenue, Wigan WN1 1NJ
01942 489223 (internal 89223)
www.wigan.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/wigancouncil
www.facebook.com/WiganCouncilOnline
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Appendix 2B: 2019 GMSF Consultation - Wigan Post Article
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Appendix 2C: 2019 GMSF Consultation - Social Media
Facebook
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Twitter
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Appendix 3:
Evidence of engagement undertaken on the Publication version of the Places
for Everyone Plan (2021)
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Appendix 3A: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation - General Email Text
Dear consultee,
Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document – Bolton, Bury,
Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford, Wigan
We are writing to you because you previously responded to a consultation on the joint
development plan being prepared in Greater Manchester, have asked to be kept
informed on its progress, or are included on Wigan Council’s Local Plan consultation
database.
The previous iteration of the plan was called the ‘Greater Manchester Spatial
Framework’. In December 2020, Stockport Council withdrew from the process and the
plan will continue as a joint development plan of the nine other districts in Greater
Manchester, now known as ‘Places for Everyone’.
Public consultation on the publication version of the Places for Everyone Plan is open
from Monday 9 August until 23:45 on Sunday 3 October 2021. To view the plan and
supporting documents, and to submit your comments please visit
www.gmconsult.org. In addition, information on the four site allocations proposed in
Wigan Borough can also be found at www.wigan.gov.uk/placesforeveryone.
Please find attached the Statement of Representations Procedure Notice which explains
the procedure for making representations at the next stage of the plan, including where
the documents are available for inspection.
You may have also received communication regarding the Places for Everyone Plan from
the Greater Manchester Combined Authority. This maybe because you have registered
an interest in more than one place. If you no longer wish to be contacted about the
Places for Everyone Plan, please email planningpolicy@wigan.gov.uk.
Kind regards,
David Kearsley
Strategic Planning Team Leader
Places Directorate Economy and Environment
Wigan Council
Wigan Life Centre (South site), College Avenue, Wigan WN1 1NJ
www.wigan.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/wigancouncil
www.facebook.com/WiganCouncilOnline
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Appendix 3B: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation - Elected Member Email
Text
Dear all Ward Councillors,
Public Consultation: Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document –
Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford,
Wigan
As agreed at Full Council on 21 July, public consultation on the publication version of the
Places for Everyone Plan is now open until 23:45pm on Sunday 3 October 2021.
As you will be aware, the Places for Everyone Plan will be a long-term plan of the above
nine districts for jobs, new homes, and sustainable growth and will help meet the cityregion’s needs up until 2037. It replaces the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
which is no longer being taken forward following the withdrawal of Stockport Council
from the joint plan in December 2020.
Residents can view the plan and supporting documents, and submit comments on the
Greater Manchester Combined Authority website at www.gmconsult.org. Hard copies of
the Plan can also be viewed at Wigan Library and Leigh Library.
Details on the 4 site allocations proposed in the borough at M6 Junction 25, North of
Mosley Common, Pocket Nook in Lowton, and West of Gibfield, and details of the 6
proposed Green Belt additions in the borough can also be viewed at
www.wigan.gov.uk/placesforeveryone.
Notification letters and emails have been sent to all contacts on both the GMCA and
Wigan Council planning databases, and site notices have been erected around the 4
proposed site allocations and 6 proposed Green Belt additions.
If residents contact you regarding the Places for Everyone Plan during the consultation
period, please can you direct them to the above websites as appropriate.
The attached Statement of Representations Procedure Notice formally explains the
procedure for making comments at this stage, including where the documents are
available for inspection.
If you have any issues or queries, feel free to get in touch.
Kind regards,
David Kearsley
Strategic Planning Team Leader
Places Directorate Economy and Environment
Wigan Council
Wigan Life Centre (South site), College Avenue, Wigan WN1 1NJ
Mobile: 07920 211 742
www.wigan.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/wigancouncil
www.facebook.com/WiganCouncilOnline
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Appendix 3C: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation - Mosley Common
Landowner Email
Dear consultee,
Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document – Bolton, Bury,
Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford, Wigan
As a landowner, resident or occupier of land north of Mosley Common, we are writing to
notify you that public consultation on the Publication version of the above plan is open
from 9 August – 3 October 2021.
The previous iteration of the plan was called the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
(GMSF). In December 2020, Stockport Council withdrew from the process and the plan is
continuing as a joint development plan of the nine other districts in Greater Manchester,
now known as ‘Places for Everyone’.
Like the GMSF, the Publication version of the Places for Everyone Plan includes a
proposed housing allocation on land north of Mosley Common for around 1,100 new
homes. Further information on this site, including the proposed policy, a summary of
the evidence supporting its allocation, and details on how to submit comments is
available at www.wigan.gov.uk/placesforeveryone.
Please find enclosed the Statement of Representations Procedure Notice which explains
the procedure for making representations at the next stage of the plan, including where
the documents are available for inspection. Consultation is open from 9 August 2021
until 23:45 on Sunday 3 October 2021.
The Places for Everyone Plan is being prepared by the Greater Manchester Combined
Authority (GMCA) on behalf of Wigan Council and the other 8 Greater Manchester
districts. Whilst you are registered on the Wigan Council consultation database, you
may not be included on the GMCA consultation database for future notifications. To
register, please notify the GMCA by email at placesforeveryone@greatermanchesterca.gov.uk, providing your name and email address.

David Kearsley
Strategic Planning Team Leader
Places Directorate Economy and Environment
Wigan Council
Wigan Life Centre (South site), College Avenue, Wigan WN1 1NJ
www.wigan.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/wigancouncil
www.facebook.com/WiganCouncilOnline
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Appendix 3D: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Statement of
Representation Procedure Notice
Statement of Representation Procedure Notice
(Regulation 19: The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)
Regulations 2012)
August 2021
This statement relates to the Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan
Publication Draft 2021 (PfE2021). A brief explanation of the background of this
document and its relationship to other development plan documents being produced
by the relevant nine Greater Manchester districts is provided below.
Background
In 2014, the ten Greater Manchester local authorities agreed to prepare a joint
Development Plan Document, the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF),
with the GMCA co-ordinating its production on behalf of the ten districts. In
December 2020, Stockport Council took the decision to withdraw from the GMSF.
Subsequently, the nine remaining authorities (Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham,
Rochdale, Salford, Trafford, Tameside and Wigan), agreed to continue to progress a
joint Development Plan Document for themselves, known as Places for Everyone,
which will form part of their individual district local plans.
PfE2021 provides the strategic policy framework for the districts including the overall
scale and distribution of development, the spatial strategy, strategic site allocations
and Green Belt boundary amendments together with a number of strategic thematic
policies which will be used to manage development and determine planning
applications in the individual districts. PfE2021 is accompanied by a Policies Map
which shows the allocations and designations in the Plan.
Documents available for inspection
PfE2021 and supporting/background evidence documents are published on the
GMCA Website on behalf of the nine districts. Additionally, copies of PfE2021
documentation will be made available in accordance with the Town and Country
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 and the requirements of each
district’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). In Wigan, a hard copy of the
PfE 2021 Plan is available at Wigan Library and Leigh Library.
Period of Submission for Representations
Representations are invited on the PfE 2021, Publication Draft for a period of eight
weeks from Monday 9th August until 23:45 3rd October 2021.
Representations at this stage should only relate to PfE2021 and its
supporting/evidence base documents which have been published alongside it.
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Comments made previously, during stages of consultation in relation to the GMSF,
have been summarised in the Statement of Consultation report, which will form part
of the submission documentation.
Whilst representations may be made on any point in respect of PfE2021 and its
supporting/evidence base documents, only those pertaining to the four tests of
soundness1 will be taken into account by the Inspector at the Examination.
How to make representations
Representations can be made by
Preferably completing the online response form at: www.gmconsult.org
Alternatively, downloading the response form available on the GMCA Website and
emailing it to placesforeveryone@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk
You can also submit your comments to us by:
•

email to: placesforeveryone@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk

•

post to: The Planning and Housing Team, Greater Manchester Combined
Authority, Broadhurst House, 56 Oxford Street, Manchester, M1 6EU

What Happens Next
Once the period for making representations finishes, it is intended to submit the
PfE2021 Plan to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government so
that it can be assessed through an Examination in Public by an appointed Planning
Inspector(s).
It will be the role of the Independent Planning Inspector(s) to examine whether the
plan meets the tests of soundness in the National Planning Policy Framework and
meets all the relevant legislative requirements All representations received before
the deadline will be submitted electronically to the Secretary of State for
consideration by the Planning Inspector(s) as part of the Examination in Public.
Comments and names will be published. Full details of how your information will be
shared can be found in the PfE2021 Privacy Notice.
Please refer to the representation guidance notes when preparing representations.
How to participate in the Examination
By using the response form you will be asked whether you wish to participate in the
Examination and whether you wish to be notified of any of the following:

1

Plans are sound if they are: positively prepared; justified; effective; and consistent with national policy
(National Planning Policy Framework, paragraph 35)
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•

Submission of the PfE2021 for independent examination.

•

Publication of the Inspector’s Report on the Examination of the PfE2021.

•

The adoption of the PfE2021

Alternatively, if you make representations by email or by letter, you should state
whether you wish to participate in the Examination and/or be kept informed of the
progress of PfE2021.
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Appendix 3E: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Website Text
Places for Everyone Plan
The Council is working in partnership with the Greater Manchester Combined
Authority and eight other Greater Manchester districts (Bolton, Bury, Manchester,
Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, and Trafford) to prepare a joint development
plan called Places for Everyone.
Places for Everyone is a long-term plan of the nine districts for jobs, new homes, and
sustainable growth and will help meet the city-region’s needs up until 2037. It
replaces the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework which is no longer being taken
forward following the withdrawal of Stockport Council from the joint plan in December
2020.
The Publication version of the Places for Everyone Plan is being consulted on from 9
August – 3 October 2021. For further information on the Plan and the supporting
evidence, and to submit comments, please visit www.gmconsult.org. A hard copy of
the Places for Everyone Plan can be viewed at both Wigan Library and Leigh
Library.
In relation to Wigan Borough, the plan proposes the following four site allocations –
click on the links below for more details:
•
•
•
•

M6 Junction 25, Wigan
North of Mosley Common
Pocket Nook, Lowton
West of Gibfield, Atherton

The plan also proposes 6 additions to the Green Belt in the borough.
•

Proposed Green Belt additions

Proposed site allocation: M6 Junction 25, Wigan
Land at M6 Junction 25 is proposed to be allocated for around 140,000 square
metres of employment floorspace, as part of the Places for Everyone Plan.
Planning permission for employment development was granted on this site in July
2021. Delivery in accordance with this planning approval is not dependent on the
site’s allocation in the Places for Everyone Plan. Its allocation in the plan will remove
the site from the Green Belt.
The proposed policy, site allocation boundary, and a Topic Paper providing an
overview of the site and a summary of the evidence supporting its allocation are
available below.
•
•
•

Proposed site allocation policy
Proposed site allocation boundary
M6 Junction 25 Topic Paper
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Proposed site allocation: North of Mosley Common
Land North of Mosley Common is proposed to be allocated for around 1,100 homes
as part of the Places for Everyone Plan.
The development would be required to provide good quality road access into the site
including from Mort Lane, Bridgewater Road and Silk Mill Street with choices of
connection across the site.
This site significantly benefits from the Leigh-Salford-Manchester Guided Busway
which crosses the site providing direct and sustainable rapid public transport access
to employment, leisure and retail services within Manchester City Centre and other
places along its route. The development would be required to provide an additional
busway stop and/or provide improved pedestrian and cycling links to existing stops,
and contribute effectively to increased passenger capacity on the busway as
appropriate.
The development will also be required to provide new community, health and
education facilities on-site, or an equivalent financial contribution as appropriate, to
meet additional demand generated by the new homes.
The proposed policy, site allocation boundary, indicative concept plan, and a Topic
Paper providing an overview of the site and a summary of the evidence supporting
its allocation are available below.
•
•
•
•

Proposed site allocation policy
Proposed site allocation boundary
Indicative concept plan
North of Mosley Common Topic Paper

Proposed site allocation: Pocket Nook, Lowton
Land at Pocket Nook is proposed to be allocated for around 600 homes and 15,000
square metres of employment floorspace on land currently safeguarded for future
development in the adopted development plan. The site is not within the Green Belt.
The site would be principally served from a new junction on the A579 Atherleigh
Way, close to its junction with the A580. The development would be required to
deliver a new road from Atherleigh Way through the site to Newton Road and would
need to bridge the proposed HS2 route, which runs north-south through the west of
the site. This road would serve both new housing and employment development and
would be able to accommodate bus services.
There is potential to enhance sustainable travel opportunities by foot, cycle and
public transport in the Lowton and Golborne area for employment and other services
in Leigh and the Regional Centre, consequently reducing car dependency in this
area; and, with possible connections to Leigh Guided Busway services. It is also
important that safe and convenient pedestrian access is provided to green spaces
within and adjacent to the site.
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The proposed policy, site allocation boundary, indicative concept plan, and a Topic
Paper providing an overview of the site and a summary of the evidence supporting
its allocation are available below.
•
•
•
•

Proposed site allocation policy
Proposed site allocation boundary
Indicative concept plan
Pocket Nook Topic Paper

Proposed site allocation: West of Gibfield
Land West of Gibfield is proposed to be allocated for around 500 homes and 45,500
square metres of employment floorspace as part of the Places for Everyone Plan.
The development will be required to make highway improvement measures at the
junction of the A577 and Gibfield Park Way, extend Gibfield Park Way northwards
and contribute effectively towards the provision of appropriate highway mitigation
measures to provide enhanced access to/from the A6 and Junction 5 of the M61.
This includes safeguarding land within the allocation so as not to jeopardise the
potential future delivery of a strategic link road connecting Gibfield Park Way to the
A6 and M61.
The employment development would be delivered in the south east of the allocation
as a logical extension to the existing employment area at Gibfield Park. It is
envisaged that this will consist predominantly of light industrial uses, with the
potential of creating in the region of 500-1,000 new jobs.
The scheme would also provide a substantive accessible green corridor and country
park on land to the west of the development, on land which would remain in the
Green Belt, providing wildlife habitats and recreational space for existing and future
residents to enjoy. The country park will help to offset ecological harm and enable
the achievement of at least a 10% biodiversity net gain, as well as improving access
from the site to Daisy Hill railway station by walking and cycling.
The proposed policy, site allocation boundary, indicative concept plan, and a Topic
Paper providing an overview of the site and a summary of the evidence supporting
its allocation are available below.
•
•
•
•

Proposed site allocation policy
Proposed site allocation boundary
Indicative concept plan
West of Gibfield Topic Paper
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Appendix 3F: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Social Media
Twitter
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39

40

Facebook
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Appendix 3G: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Wigan Today 15/07/21
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Appendix 3G: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Wigan Evening Post
15/07/21
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Appendix 3G: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Leigh Journal Leaders
Column 12/08/21
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Appendix 3H: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – My Wigan Borough
Updates
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Appendix 3I: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Allocation Site Notices
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Appendix 3I: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Site Notice Locations
M6 J25

Mosley Common
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Pocket Nook

West of Gibfield

51

Appendix 3J: 2021 Places for Everyone Consultation – Green Belt Addition
Site Notice (Example)
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