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The Greater Manchester Technology Fund (GM Tech Fund) was launched by Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham in April 2020, in response to the first lockdown, to support young learners facing digital isolation with the technology and connectivity needed to continue their learning at home. 
To date the fund has supported a total of 3,527 people and 132 schools and colleges since it launched, thanks to the generous donations of local organisations, individuals and the business community.   
[bookmark: _Toc108621217][bookmark: _Toc108621312][bookmark: _Toc108695175]Phase 3 of the GM Tech Fund
In response to the increased cost of living in Britain and concerns around the impact of this on our poorest households, Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester has launched phase 3 of the Greater Manchester Technology Fund (GM Tech Fund).   
The Mayor, has called on the business community in Greater Manchester to support disadvantaged families across the region during this difficult time, by donating the technology and connectivity needed to get online. 
Phase 3 will focus on supporting students from PRU and SEND schools providing those schools in need of support with a package of support tailored to that schools needs to include devices, connectivity, and skills support. 
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We are seeking communication support in the following areas:
· Support the launch announcement of phase 3 of the fund and ongoing communications on social media and via your channels using available assets in this toolkit and the #GMTechFund hashtag
· Share and like social media content about the fund on GMCA Digital and GMCA channels (Twitter and LinkedIn)
· Capture content to help us announce your donation
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We need your help to support the phase three launch announcement and ongoing communications on social media and via your channels
[bookmark: _Toc108695178]Key social media accounts
Webpage: greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMTechFund
Twitter
· @GMCADigital
· @MayorofGM 
LinkedIn
@ greater-manchester-combined-authority 
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#GMTechFund (primary) 
#FixTheDigitalDivide (secondary)
[bookmark: _Toc108695180]Social media - suggested posts
The #GMTechFund have launched an appeal to support local digitally excluded pupils to get online. For businesses, the fund is one way to help address digital and social exclusion. Find out more www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMTechFund  
Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester has called on the business community to support disadvantaged families across the region by donating technology and connectivity to the #GMTechFund. www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/GMTechFund 
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[bookmark: _Toc108695182]Graphics
We have produced graphics for sharing on social media which were shared as part of this toolkit. 
[bookmark: _Toc108695183]Video
A number of videos have been produced about the value of the Tech Fund  in a short and impactful way such as this one: https://youtu.be/6mpANZQniRk and https://twitter.com/GMCAdigital/status/1399647074589851648 
[bookmark: _Toc108695184]Press release
Mayor of Greater Manchester calls on businesses and community groups to support residents to get online (1) - Greater Manchester Combined Authority (greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk)
If you have any questions about anything in this toolkit, please contact Lauren Millward on Lauren.millward@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk 
[bookmark: _Toc108695185]Announcing your donation
Via our GMCA channels we will announce your donation on social media, include on our GMCA website and where possible reference in any upcoming PR. 
To help support this, if you’re able to please:
Imagery
Capture images that support your donation such as kit being packed up to go to schools, being delivered on site, the team involved in your donation etc.
Any images that feature people will require relevant approvals, GMCA can provide a consent form for use
Please note, there are stricter procedures around images that feature under 18s, and this should be discussed with the school you are delivering to in advance. Again, a consent form can be provided and the school will need to liaise with a parent or guardian to gain approval. 
Images and completed consent form can be shared with your tech fund contact
Images that do not feature any people do not need consentFigure 2 Example image of Tech Fund delivery
Figure 2 Example image of Tech Fund delivery


Social media
You may wish to post on your own social media accounts about your donation. Pleas ensure relevant image approvals have been gathered before doing so. Relevant social handles have been provided above for any image tagging Figure 3 Example Tech Fund tweet



Quotes
Provide a quote from a lead in your organisation on your donation and the importance of working together to fix the digital divide in Greater Manchester.
[image: Quote graphic]
Figure 4 Example of a quote and image provided to promote the Tech Fund
For further information on announcing your donation please email lauren.millward@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk 
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MCA would like to thank @GMCADigital
#GMTechFund for helping us to keep our students
learning during school closures. Today we received a
gift of a selection of digital devices which will be put to
good use in our community.

#GMdigital
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